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Santa Susana Mountain Park Association 
Dedicated to the Preservation of the Simi Hills and Santa Susana Mountains 

P.O. Box 4831 
Chatsworth, CA 91313-4831 

ssmpa.com 

 

           February 3, 2016 
To: 
 
Kathryn Barger: info@kathrynbarger.com   515 S. Figueroa St, 16th Floor, Los Angeles CA 90071 
 
Elan Carr: info@elancarrforcongress.com  
 
Mitchell Englander: mailto:info@mitchellenglander.org P.O. Box 33023 Granada Hills, CA 91394    
 
Bob Huff: 981 West Arrow Highway #475 San Dimas, CA 91773 
 
Billy Malone: billy@maloneforsupervisor.com 
 
 
 
The Santa Susana Mountain Park Association (SSMPA) was formed in 1971 when developers 
threatened an historic parcel of land in northwest San Fernando Valley. That property today, as a result 
of SSMPA’s decades-long work, is the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park, which includes a 
National Register of Historic Places stagecoach route and multiple other historic sites. 
 
SSMPA continues to advocate for open space today and monitors nearby projects. 
 
Our organization mails a quarterly newsletter to about 700 members and followers. We would like 5th 
District Supervisor candidates to respond to a few questions of particular interest to our group. We will 
publish our questions and your responses in our newsletter in the near future. 
 
The six projects below affect open space and/or public health and safety in and near northwest Los 
Angeles County.  Please summarize your position on each project and describe, as appropriate, what 
action steps you may take relating to each project.  
 
1. Rim of the Valley federal study 

a. Which alternative do you prefer?  
b. What action steps will you pursue to advance your preference when you become 

Supervisor? 
 
2. Aliso Canyon Gas leak 

a. What action steps would you take regarding this local disaster? 
b. Should part of the answer be to rule out development next to this facility? 
c. When considering a new residential project or commercial area, what distance from the 

nearest gas well seems appropriate to ensure public safety and health? 
d. About three years ago, the facility applied to double its compressor capacity.  Now that the 

maintenance deficiencies in the project are known, should that approval be reconsidered? 
e. Would you support full shut down of the site due to the extensive residential housing that 

has been built near it?  
f. What would your approach be to this?   
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Landfill in Brown’s Canyon 

 
 
Background on SSFL 
This 2700 acre parcel is undergoing cleanup for contamination. From the late 1940's, the site was 
operated by North American Aviation, NASA, and DOE, for the purpose of rocket engine testing and 
development. Work done at this site was a major factor in the success of the USA's 1960-1970 space 
programs. The North American Aviation parcel is approximately 2200 acres, and subsequently was 
sold to Rocketdyne, and then to Boeing who is presently cleaning their parcel to a risk-based suburban 
residential cleanup level.  These lands are ideally located to be part of the Rim of the Valley 
management area, and Boeing has stated their goal is to transfer the property so it is used as open 
space after it is cleaned up. 
 
The DOE parcel is leased from Boeing. DOE has not yet released even a draft EIS. NASA has released 
their EIS documents.  NASA has noted that they will remove approximately 500,000 cubic yards of 
material, and there is no replacement soil available in sufficient quantity to replace the removed soil, so 
they will replace only about 2/3 of the removed soil, and will primarily replace the soil removed with 
gravel (which meets the background-no contaminant level).  Although less clear, DOE is expected to 
remove a similar amount of soil.  DTSC is supervising the cleanup but has not provided a realistic time 
schedule, and they have not released any EIR for the whole project.  The NASA parcel is about 450 
acres, includes significant archaeological sites and the National Register of Historic Places Burro Flats 
caves. The NASA site also has rocket test stands that could be used as an extraordinary exhibit about 
our history if a space museum or exhibit were put on that property. However these test stands are 
slated for destruction in order to test the soil that is under them and execute cleanup on that soil.  
NASA has listed the property as surplus for sale, but the contamination that is not yet been cleaned up 
has prevented any transfers.  About 1200 acres are undisturbed lands, under Boeing ownership, and 
are a beautiful example of land never developed, with oak woodlands and chaparral, with a large 
amount of wildlife and many rare native plants. 
 
Several members of SSMPA have studied this project over the last 10 years, and feel that the type of 
cleanup NASA proposes (as obligated to do under the contract with DTSC) creates long term 
significant damage to the site, and potentially increases exposure to Valley Fever from the major soil 
removal project. NASA, under pressure, deleted from its EIS information relating to the amount of soils 
to be removed under various alternatives, but has noted that only about 20% as much soil would be 
removed if a fully protective suburban residential standard were used instead of the “background” 
standard.  Storm water drainage from the site primarily goes through Bell Creek and from there through 
Los Angeles County and the LA River. For more information, see 
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SiteCleanup/Santa_Susana_Field_Lab/ for an extensive web archive of 
documents.  
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About Santa Susana Mountain Park Association: 
 
Santa Susana Mountain Park Association is a 43 year-old non-profit organization based in Chatsworth, 
Los Angeles, California. 
 
We represent approximately 700 members and concerned citizens, and we partner with many 
organizations to promote ecological and recreational quality in Southern California. 
 
SSMPA's mission is to preserve and protect the Simi Hills, Santa Susana Mountains, and regional 
open space. 
 

SSMPA Board of Directors: 
Teena Takata, John Luker, Vanessa Watters, Bob Dager, 

Warren Stone, Donna Nachtrab, Tom Nachtrab, Wendi Gladstone 

 




